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Word Level

Nouns
Noun

Nouns name Io,eople, Ialaces and, terLgs.

Propzr noun

A Rroper noun is used to- name a Io,anfccutar person or pLace and some dates and
times. 77125/ aLways b,Q,gLrL with a caIaLtaL letter

Exampte: Jim, Tesco, /V\ond,ay, Aprt[, Easter

Common noun

A common noun is used to name everyday tthgs and kinds of Io,eopLe.
Exampte: car, tree, man, child, cat ’
Collective noun

A collective noun is used to-name a group or collection of Iaeoplz or terLgs.
Examp&: army, team, swarm

Abstract noun

An abstract noun is used to name fee['mgs and tthgs that cannot actu,ally he seen,
heard, smelt, touched or tasted.

Examp&: b,raVer, determination, ho-n,esty

Pronoun

A pronoun (I, me, he, she, herself, you, i, that, thzy, each, few:, many, who,
whoever, whose, Someone, szryb,ody, etc.) is a word that takes the Iatace of a noun.
Examp&:

Joe saw Jill and Ae waved at Aers
The RrONOUNS he and her take the Iatace of Joe and Jill, reslo,ecttvzty.




Possessive pronoun

Possessive RrONOUNS show- crwnershcp e.g. my, our, their, his, your“o,tc.

Countable and uncountable nouns

Nouns can he either countable or uncountahble.

Countable nouns (or count nouns) are those that refer to somethtng that can be
counted. 77&5 have hoth stngular' and Io,LuraL forms (e. g cat/cats; woman,/women;
cau/zz‘g/caunz‘/z'ej). In the smgular‘, they can be preceded bg a or an. Most nouns
come into this category .

A smaller number of nouns do not typically refer to thm,gs that can be counted and so
thzg do not regu[arig have a IaLuraL form: these are known as uncountable nouns (or
mass nouns). Exampéo,s include: rain, flour; earth, wine, or wood. Uncountable
nouns cant he preceded bg a or an. /V\a,ng abstract nouns are typically uncountable,

e.g. /La/a/ameﬁ, bruth, darkness, humours

Noun phrase (see page 10 for more information,)
Often a noun Io,hrase is Just G NOUN OT"Q PrONOUR e.g. /Dea/'a/e like to have money .

/am tired. /is getting late.




Adjective
An adjectva is a word used to describe (or tell you more ahout) a noun.
Examlo,LQ: The gingercat sat on the blue mat behind the y/afj door.
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An adjectva, usua,dy comes bzfom a noun hut sometimes it can he separato,d

from the noun and come afterwards e.g. Ben lovked frightened, the dog waus very
Jierce.

Vert

A verts is a word used to- describe an action, state or occurrence.

Example: She went tothe shops.

Ben ate his food.

Advert

Adverbs describe a verh. They often end in -ly.

Example: Ben ate his food guicktly.

Preposition

A preposition is a word that shows the relationship of one thing to- another. They
often tell you where one thing is in relation to- another, or the position that it is in.

W&H are alwags attached to a noun or pronoun. E .g. on, under, bo,fom, after;, into,
Io,ast, down, across efc.

Example: The banana is on the table.

fred goes running before breakfast.
Articles

There are Just three articles- a, an and the.
A and an are the indefinite articles.

The is the definite article.




Determiners

Determiners are words which come at the b,QgerLrLg of the noun Io,hrase. 77&5 tell ws
whether the noun Io,hrase is slaechLc or gerveral. Determiners are either specific or

gemmé.

S ,pchch determiners

The slo,QchLc determiners are:

the definite article: #e

ROSSessives: my, your; ALs, her; is; our; their; whose

demonstratives: s, that, these, those

inferrogatives: which, whose

We use a specific determiner when we helieve the listener/reader knows exactly what
we are refern‘ng to-

Can you pass me the salt Ialzase?

Look at those LO'VQ[,H flowers.

Thank you very much for yow*lztter'.
Whose cout is this?

General determiners

The genzm[/ indefinite determiners are:

a’ an; any, another; other; what

When we are taUchLg about thmgs in gerw,ral and the listener/reader does not know
o,xa,ctlg what we are ro,ferrmg to, we can use an uncountahle noun (we do not wse
uncount nouns in the plural e. g sho,ep, m,om,g) ora plural noun with no determiner:
Milk is very good for you. (= uncount noun)

Health and education are very important. (= 2 uncount nouns)

Girls ermaLLH do better in school than b,oys. (= Ialural nouns with no determiner)
...0T"you can use a smgulaf noun with the indefinite article a oran:

A woman was lifted to safety b,y a thLcopter'.

A man cLLm,bmg n,ea,rby saw the accident.

We use the gemm[ determiner any with a smgulaf noun or an uncount noun when we
are taUcmg about all of those people or thmgss

Its very easy. Any child can doit. (= All children can do it)

With a full licence you are allowed to drive any car.

| like beef, lamhb, Iaoﬂc - any meat.

We wse the gerw,ral determiner anctherto talk about an additional person or thmg:
Would you like another g[ass of water?

The plural form of anotheris other:

/ slaoke to- John, Helen and a few- other friends.
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S_'wti,vu
These are a type of adjectLVQ which describe the most extreme of a group of at least
three Io,eoplz OTO'bj'Qcts. Th,ey otcur b,y addtng —esttoa rzgular' adjectLVQ. E. g tallest,

happiest, thinnest, largest etc. >
5 i
o ) ',j\/fr’
Example: She is the lallest in her family. ;g}] Li;’ ‘?3@
i) :I
C . ®Yﬂ ﬁ L.I,H
mpa.ra,twes V. JL

The comparative (s usually made b,y addmg -er to the o,d:/'ectLVQ. It compares two
Iozoplo, or tthgs e.g. harder, prettier, softer, tastier etc.

Examlo,LQ: Sam wuas fz‘/vwerthan his brother-

ngms
These are words that have the same or similar meaning to another word.

Example.:

Synonym.s for:

Bad- awful, terrible
Happy- joyful, content
Look- stare, gaze

Walk- stroll, wander
Antonyms

These are words with the opposite meaning to another word.
Example.:

The antonym of up is down.
Tall- short

Narrow~ wide




Prefix
Prefixes are added to the b,QgerLrLg of an existing word in order to create a new- word

with a different meaning.

Example.:

Adding ‘un’ to happy- unhappy

Adding dis’ to- appear- disappear

Adding re’ totry- retry

Suffix

Suffixes are added to the end of an existing word to create a new word with a

different meaning.

Example:

Adding ish’ to child- childish
Adding able’ to like- likeahle
Root words

Root words are words that have a meaning of their own but can he added to, either
with a prefcx or a suffix, to change the meaning of the word. Root words can often
be helpful in finding out what a word means or where it is derived’ from.

Example:

Hemi (meaning half, partial in Greek) = hemisphere (one half of the earth)
pent (meaning five in Greek) = pentagon (a shape with 5 angles and 5 sides)
Similes

A simile is a figuro, of slo,eech anv‘[ving the comparison of one thmg with another
thing of a different kind using the words like or as’. They make a description more

emphatic or vivid (e.g. as brave as a lon). y
0.




Metaphors
A metaphor is a fcgurz of slo,chh that identifies somzthmg as b,QLrLg the same as some
unrelated thmg, thuws hcghlcghtmg the similarities hetween the two (e. g he is the a,lalale

of my de).

Honw'nlwm.s
Words that sound the same but are slo,elt dcﬁcerzntly and have different meanings.

Example:
their; there, they're

their- belonging to- someone
there- a positional place

thzy're- contraction of they are HOI}AOPI':.OM

the same sound

to, too, twor write e s e Yoy

to~- concerning direction

too- as well as

two- the number

Singular

A word referring toone person or thing.
Example: shop, car, hat

Plural

The gmmmathaL cateqory in NOUNS, PIOMOUNS, and verhs that refers to- more than one
tthg. Most nouns hecome IaLuraL with the addition of -5 or -es.

Exampte: siwps, cars, hats. Some nouns form the plural in other ways, as in

children, feet, geese, and women.
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Clauses and Phrases
Main clause

A main clause is a group of words in the sentence that make sense on their own and
can he used as a comp[ete sentence. All clauses have a verh

Exam,pte: The green bird Iop,c/oo,d the app[e. &

Subordinate clawse

A subordinate clause hzlps to give more meaning to the main clauwse. It cannot exist
on its own as it is not a compLo,to, sentence. Subordinate clawses can he ptaco,d at the

b@gcnnulg of a sentence or within a main clause.

Exam,pte: The bird, who had been éaz’/a’z/zj its nest started to sing tuneful song.

Relative clawse

A relative clause is one type of subordinate clause. It is connected to-the main clause
by words such as which, who, whose. In this case the subordinate clawse has the

same subject as the main clause.

Exam,pte: The farmer took the /cey, which had been worn with age, and inserted it into
the lock.

Phrase
A Iahrase is not a whole sentence. It is a group of words which makes sense, does

not contain a verh and acts as one unit.

Exam,pte: a cotourful rainbow m




Noun pfuuse,

Often a noun Io,hrase is Just G NOUN 0T"Q PrOnoun e.g. /Dea/'a/e like to have money .
/am tired. /is getting late.

Or a determiner and a noun e. g Our-friends have bought a house in the vttéage.

An expanded noun Iahrase can h@[p to describe and give compLLcated information
clzar‘[y.

Subordinate phru,se

A subordinate phrase acts in the same woy as a subordinate clause, bhut does not

contain a verh.

Exam,pto,: Bill, a /@a/@z/ at Lindfield ana/y A’caa’e/ny, has heen WOT/ang hard this

term.

Pre,,p,osLthw,t phru,se

A pro,,o,asLtLomL Iahrase is a preposition pLus the noun that follows it. [t can he used
to kmgm a sentence, or in the middle.

Exam,pto,: [ waited Ci/LLLQ,t(,H betind the tree, ro,ady to jump out.
Above the clouds, the aerop[ane soared like an Qaglo,.
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Sentence Level

Active Voice
In @ sentence with an active vert, the subject is d,omg the action.

Examlo,LQ: The b,oy ate the sandwich. The b,oy ( su,bj'ect) is domg the action ( eat'mg).

Passive Voice

In a sentence with a passive verh, the su,bj'ect is b,QLrLg acted, on.
Examlo,LQ: The sandwich was eaten b,y the boy
The sandwich ( subject) is being acted on ( being eaten).

Go,rw,rady, by chang'mg the order of an active sentence and using was ( smguéar) or

were ( Io,LuraL), the sentence will hecome passive.

| or Me?

When dchdLrLg if a sentence should support | or me, try ta/cmg out the other person

and see if it still makes sense.

Exam,pte: Last n,Lght, Pam and | went to the cinema. This still makes sense when Pam
is removed- | went to the cinema.

Gruce came with Tom and me to see the film. This still makes sense when Tom is

removed- Groce came with me to see the fLLm.

Subje,ct or o{yect

The subject is the person or thm,g doing someth'm,g, and the object is havmg somp,thmg
done to it.
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Tenses

The verh in a sentence shows the tense. The tense shows when the action takes
pLa,ce.

Present

The present fense is used. to- describe somethmg that is happen,mg now- It is usua[éy
shown by ha,vv;ng rwo,n,dm,g, orby addmg 5.

Exam,pto,: Dad, climbs the ladder.
Pa.st

The past tense is used. to describe somethmg that has haplozmd earlier. The past
tense is ermaLLy shown by addmg -ed to the root verh.

Exam,pto,: Dad. climbed the ladder

Watch out for the u'rcgular verhs that d,on'tfoﬂ,ow the normal rules. Here are just a
few!

bring- brought
buy- bought
catch- caught
eat- ate
find- found
go- went
take- took
teach - taught
throw— threw-
wear- wore
have- had

run- ran
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Punctuation () '
147

Capital letter Ty

Used to denote the b@gcnncng of a sentence or a Rroper noun (names of Io,anfccutar
places, people, dates and thmgs).

Exam,pte: Joel has karote training every /V\ond,ay afternoon at Wells Pn;ma,ry Schoot.
In Jc anuary, the children will be visiting London Zoo-

Full stop
Placed at the end of a sentence that is not a question or statement.
Example:

Terry Pratchett's latest hook is not yet out in paperback.

I asked her whether she could tell me the way to Brighton.
Question mark

Indicates a q/uzsti,on/ dishelief.
Examlo,LQ:
Who else will be there?

[s this ro,a,dg Thomas?
Exclamation mark

Indicates an Ln,ter]o,ctLon, surprtse or strong emaotion.

Examlo,LQ:
MH day at school was fantastic!
/'vzju,st about had erwugh./
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Commas in a list

Used between a list of three o more words to relalace the word and for all but the last

instance.
Examlo,LQ: fenny’s favourite sub:/'ects are maths, L'Lteracy and art.

Joe, Evan and Michael were chosen to sing at the service.

Commas to mark p,hra.ses or clauses

[o indicate controst:

The snake was brown, not green, and is quite small.
Where the phrase (emhedded clause) could be in hrockets:
The recipe, which we hadn't tried before, is very easy to- fotlow-

Where the phrase adds relevant information:

Mr /-/ardy, aged 68, ran his first marathon five years ago-

To mark a subordinate clawse:

If at first you don't succeed, try again.
77wugh the snake was small, | still feared for my life.

/ntro'ductory or opening Ip,hrases:
In gerw,rat, stxty -eLght is quite old to run a marathon.
On the whote, snakes onéy attack when riled.
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Ellinsis

Used to indicate a pause in slo,eech or at the very end of a sentence sothat words trail
off into silence (this hzllo,s to create suslo,ense).

A pause in slo,@ech:
“The stght was tm[y awesome. . .truLH am,aZLrLg."
At the end of a sentence to- create suspense:

Mr Da,LLy gmtted his teeth, grtpped the scaLpQL tightLy in his n‘ght hand and séorw{y
advanced. ..

Brackets (also known as p,a.rznthzsi,s)
Used, for additional information or exptana,t‘wn.

E xam,pto,:

o cLa,rify information.:
Jamie's bike was red ( bright red) with a yellow~ stripe.

For asides and comments:

The hear wus IaLrL/c (I kid you not).

o give extra details:

His first book (The Colour of Magic) was written in 1989.

Da.sh

Used to- show- interruption (often in dialogue) orto show- repetition.
"This girl is my-"

Sister,” interrupted Miles, “She lovks just like you.”

o show~ repetition.:

You- you monster! " cried the frightened woman.
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Colons

a) Used before a list, summary or quote
b) Used to comlalzte a statement or fact

Before a list:

[ could only find three of the Lngr@dmts: sugar, flour and coconut.

Befom a_summary:
o summarise: we found the camp, set up our tent, and. then the hears attacked.

B%fom a line of spzech:

Tom asked.: "/V\ay | have another cupca/ce?"

B%fom a statement of fact:

There are on[g three kinds of Iaeopto,: the govd, the bad and the ug[g.

Semi-colons

Used in Ialace of a connective ( cony unction). To show- thou.ghts on either side of it are
bhalanced and connected. [t can also separute words or items within a list.

To link two separate sentences that are CLO'SQ,LH related :
The children came home today ; th,ey had heen away for a week.

In a list:

Star Trek, created b,y Gene Roddenb,eny; Bab,ytcm 5, b,y JMS:; Buﬁy, b,y Joss Whedon;
and, F arscape, from the Henson Comlo,any.
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Inverted comma.s

Punctuation marks used in pairs (" °) to indicate:

e Quotes
e Direct slo,eech
o Words that are defined, that follow certain phrases or that have slochaL meaning

E xamlo,LQ:

For direct sp,eech:

Janet asked, ‘Why can't we go today?”

for quotes:

The man claimed that he was “shocked to- hear the news.”

for words that are defined, that follow- certain phrases or that have special meaning:
Buck’ is German for hook.

The hook wus signed Terry Pratchett.

The free gift actually cost us forty pounds.
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Anostrophes
Used to show that letters have been left out (contractions/ omissions) or to show
possession (i.e. ‘b,elongtng to-)

E xamlo,LQ:

Controctions:

is not = isnt
could not = couldn't
its = it is

Shm/vmg pOsSesSion.:

With nouns (plural and singular) not ending in an s add 's:
the girl's jacket, the children’s bouks
With, plural nouns ending in an. s, add. only the apostrophe:
the. quards’ duties, the Jones house

With stngular' nouns erLdLng in an s, you can add either ‘s or an apdstm'ph,e alone:

the witness's lie or the witness lie (he consistent).

Remember:

Its for possession does not require an aloo'stm'phz.
Examlo,LQ—
The tree had lost all of is leaves.

Useful Websites

www- bbe.co uk/bitesize/ks2 )/ eng lish/ spelling %gra,mmar/

WWW- top,marks .couk/ eng LLsh—ga,mzs /7-11- years / SP,QLLLrLg —and—grammar
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Sfml[mg list for Years 3 and b4

Word list —years 3 and 4

accident(ally)
actual(ly)
address
answer
appear
arrve
believe
bicycle
breath
breathe
build
busy/business
calendar
caught
centre
century
certain
circle
complete
consider
continue
decide
describe
different
difficult
disappear

early
earth
eight/eighth
enough
exercise
experience
experiment
extreme
famous
favourite
February
forward(s)
fruit
grammar
group
guard
guide
heard
heart
height
history
imagine
increase
important
interest
island

knowledge
leam
length
library
material
medicine
mention
minute
natural
naughty
notice
occasion(ally)
often
opposite
ordinary
particular
peculiar
perhaps
popular
position
possess(ion)
possible
potatoes
pressure
probably
promise

purpose
quarter
question
recent
regular
reign
remember
sentence
separate
special
straight
strange
strength
suppose
surprise
therefore
though/although
thought
through
various
weight
woman/women




